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CHRISTMAS CAROLING IN RESCUE

by Barbara (Veerkamp) Coulson

In the 1940s and early 50s, much of our social life as
children centered around the 4-H Club and its various
activities. Yes, we learned how to conduct meetings,
to accomplish certain projects, how to participate in
the County Fair, how to do community projects, and
so on. We also learned how to have wholesome, cooperative fun with our peers!
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One of the annual events we looked forward
to--for weeks in advance—was our
Christmastime tour “around the
loop” to go Christmas caroling. “The
Loop” meant, starting at Rescue,
traveling down Green Valley Road to its
intersection with Deer Valley Road on
the far end, and then up Deer Valley
Road back to Rescue.
A few days before the caroling tour,
we would meet at the Tennessee
Schoolhouse to “practice.” And we
surely did need the practice! What
we lacked in talent, we made up for
in volume and enthusiasm. So, with
Mervilyn Dunning at the piano, we
lustily sang every Christmas song and
traditional carol we could think of.
We tried hard to incorporate what we
learned in our school music program.
This consisted of a weekly visit from
the County Office’s traveling music teacher, Mr.
Clint, who came to TRY to teach us to play musical
instruments. His wife taught singing, and taught some
of us to sing alto parts to blend with the sopranos.
Our ears were delighted when we heard the two parts

come together. We 4-Hers didn’t try to include the
instruments in our caroling (that would have been a
study in futility), but we surely tried to sing our parts,
and sometimes it wasn’t even too bad!
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At any rate, Mr. Guy Dunning was the one who
provided our transport on this lovely outing. He
had a big flatbed truck, on to which he threw on
a few bales of hay for us to sit on between stops.
On the appointed night—always during Christmas
vacation from school—we would again meet at
the schoolhouse and he would pick us up there. All
bundled up in our warmest clothing, against the chill
night air, off we’d go.
We would stop at EVERY HOUSE. clear around the
loop. “Margie was a real leader here—she was always
planning, how at this next house we should sing.
She was a good organizer that way and sensitive
and thoughtful of what might please any particular
family.”
We would sing three carols at each house. We knew
everybody in each home, and we sang according to
who lived there. If there were children, we would sing
at least one “Santa Claus is Coming to Town” type
song, in addition to a couple of the older carols. If a
home had only adults and/or elderly,
we stuck to the traditional carols.

Margie Carpenter, and me, Barbara Veerkamp. Later
on we were joined by the Hollisters: Bunny and
Harry. There may be others I’m not remembering. If
so—apologies! We didn’t limit our caroling trek to
just 4-H members; there were other young people in
the community we invited along just to include them
and their voices in our joyful event. How precious are
these memories!
Some of our younger brothers and sisters carried on
the 4-H tradition after we outgrew it. I don’t know
how long the caroling tradition went on after us—I
suspect that at some point it ceased to be. But I also
suspect that there is still a 4-H Club in Rescue—much
changed in format and scope from the one we knew.
Our group was called the “Up-n-Coming” 4-H Club. Is
that name still around? If so, we old timers want to
tell you present day 4-Hers that Christmas caroling
was tons of fun! You might want to try it sometime!
*****

Porch lights would come on; doors
would open; faces would appear in
windows. We finished each set of three
songs with the little “We Wish You a
Merry Christmas” chorus. Those we
serenaded expressed appreciation with
clapping, loud “Thank you’s,” “Merry
Christmas’es,” and “God Bless You’s,”
as we moved on to the next house.
Between stops, we’d always be planning
on what we’d sing at the next home.
At last, after several hours of circling the
loop, we returned to the schoolhouse—
half frozen but happy—to warm up with
hot chocolate and cookies. The fire in
the old schoolhouse wood stove felt like
heaven!
The 4-H membership in those days
consisted of the Dunnings: Mervilyn, Charlie, Rosie,
Nancy, and Della; the Elliotts: Robert, Charlie, and
Neil; the Freshours: Elwyn, Bobby, and Marilyn;
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A story about Rose Springs printed in a San
Francisco paper in 1901

ROSE SPRINGS - George Tinney of Auburn has kindly
furnished information relative to Rose Springs, about
which a Berkeley correspondent inquired some time
since.
Rose Springs was at one time a thriving little mining
town fourteen miles east of Folsom, nine miles west of
Placerville and three and a halfmiles north of Shingle
springs, in EI Dorado County. There is still there a hotel
or stopping place, a saloon and grocery store and
quite a little settlement. With a fine school system,
known as the Tennessee school District. Up to eight
years ago the post office name was Rose Springs, but
since the postal authorities have changed it to Rescue
post office. The mail for there is delivered at Shingle
Springs.
There is also at the place an excellent literary society
with a membersbip of sixty-seven, of which the writer
has been a member for five years past. It is known as
the Rose Springs Literary Society, C.C. Burtsin president
and George M. Skinner, secretary.

Rose Springs Literary Society Hall the way it was when the
article was written.
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Recently, Carp was looking
through his records and found
this school journal for the Rose
Springs School in the Tennessee
School District. It lists the
students for the years 1907 and
1908.
The note (upper right) was
found in the pages documenting
information about the 1907 fire
that destroyed the school.
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President’s Report
Here it is late December and another year has just
about passed. If this is a “State of our Society”
report, I would have to say we are doing okay! Our
membership is up, our newsletters have been well
received, and our future looks bright. Our homepage
is presently undergoing a full rework, and at our next
meeting on February 13, we will formally adopt two
cemeteries and start making work assignments for
our May 13th Rescue Historical Faire.
In late December I wrote a letter to Roger Trout,
Director of the County’s Development Service
Division asking that we be contacted anytime a major
development is proposed in our area (copy to right).
I am also working with a local vendor on how best
to order our new logo on shirts and hats. The logo is
embroderied on the shirt and hat. It is high quality
and looks really smart. Come check them out at the
upcoming faire.

Board Meeting Notes
Highlight of our November 14, 2015
meeting:
• There is $6,124 in our checking
account.
• At our February 13th meeting we will
adopt several cemeteries and set a
plan to maintain them.
• We adopted a new logo.
• We will spend about $1000 developing
a new homepage.
• The Rescue Historical Faire is set for
Saturday, May 14, 2016.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
people who really make our little group of history
buffs work. It goes without saying, “Carp” Carpenter
is the brains of the operation; he is the person who
knows more about Rescue than any other living
person. Then there is Cheryl Yee, our secretary, who is
always there to pitch in and take on any project; and
Beverly Cullop, our treasurer, who is always there to
lend a hand. There are two other people that I would
like to thank. They are Linda (McBeath) Van-Gundy
and Rodi Lee. These two are right behind Carp on
knowledge of the area. I rely on them for advice and
counsel.
This new year is going to be a good one.
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Carp’s Corner
Bill asked me if I could collect a copy of all past
newsletters and put them in a binder. It sounded easy.
However, there are many blank pages in my binders. I
have 2 binders almost full and the blank spaces really
show up. What I lack are the early editions. I was
not active in the original Rescue Historical Society. I
worked for CDF and my summers were unpredictable,
as I was gone a lot of the time fighting fire. I only
became active when Lil Dixon encouraged me to do
so. This was after I went to work for Rescue Fire Dept.
Now, I regret this late start. I have a request and it
goes like this. If anyone has copies of old newsletters
I would like to borrow them. I would scan them and
return the originals. This could be worked out any
way the newsletter owner desires. Also, does anyone
have thoughts as to who the early newsletter editors
were? Thanks for any help I might get.

I have had contact with Michelle (Krell) Malone. She
is my contact in reference to the Krell photograph
album that I mention in the last newsletter. She has
no idea about why or how the photo album remained
in our area after the family left here. They relocated in
northern California near the Oregon border. Currently,
Michelle lives in Southern California.
As always, I am in search of old pictures and stories
about our local area. The desire is to copy them and
return them to the original owner. By the same token
if some one is looking for old family pictures, copies
may be in my computer. You have but to make the
request and we will see what happens.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

				Carp and Joy

Your Officers
President

Historian and Newsletter Editor

Vice President and Program Chair

Membership Chairman

Secretary

Web Master

Bill Teie
(530) 676-7401 wteie@innercite.com

“Carp” Carpenter
(530) 677-2524 8300ret@gmail.com
Randy Young
(530) 677-5538 Randy.Young@sbcglobal.net

Cheryl Yee
(530) 677-4531 cherylyee54@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Beverly Cullop
(530) 903-0618 BevsRetired@yahoo.com
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Rescue Historical Society
PO Box 13, Rescue, CA 95672

2016 Membership Renewal/Application
Happy New Year! It is time to renew your membership or join the Rescue Historical Society. We are a
small group of people all interested in preserving the Rescue area history. You need not live in Rescue
to become a member.
Why should you join?
•

Every day, something happens in this area that takes away from the rich history of this very unique
community, and once it gone this history is lost for ever. The Rescue Historical Society was formed many
years ago to help educate the public and county officials about this history.

•

By joining us, you provide the ability for us to keep people informed of the history and how together, we
can help record and preserve it. Your small membership fee helps us educate.

What do you get for your membership dues?
•

A quarterly newsletter that highlights Rescue related historical stories, and keeps you abreast of Society
activities and our calendar events.

•

Satisfaction that you are helping preserve the heritage of this important Gold Rush area, and

safeguarding its legecy for future generations

How to renew my membership or apply for membership?

•

Fill out the small form at the bottom of this page and mail it, with your payment, to: Rescue Historical
Society, PO Box 13, Rescue, CA 95672.

Cut and mail with payment to: Rescue Historical Society, PO Box 13, Rescue, CA 95672

Name _________________________________ Telephone (

) __________________

Address ____________________________ City _____________ ST _____ Zip _________
E-mail Address ____________________________________
Yes! I want the Special New Year’s
deal! A copy of the Rescue history
book AND a one-year membership in
the Rescue Historical Society, all for
just $50.

Renewal
New member

Check one

Check one

Type of Member

Type of payment:

Cash

Individual. . . . . $15 per year.
Family . . . . . . . .$25 per year.
Order

Check/Number

•

Dues are for one year, from January
to January. Make checks to: Rescue
Historical Society.

__________ Amount included: $_______
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Rescue Historical Society, Inc.
PO Box 13
Rescue, CA 95672

Important Notices:
• February 13, Saturday – The Rescue

Historical Society will hold a business meeting
in the Rose Springs Literary Society Hall,
starting at 10:00 am.

• May 14, Saturday - Rescue Historical Faire

day to be held at the Rose Springs Literary Hall.
Everyone is invited.
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History of a Place Called Rescue is a snapshot in time, starting
when gold was discovered in Coloma in 1848, to about the 1930s.
Your travel through the
area starts with tours
along prominent roads in
Rescue.
A large, full-color
reference map, located
in a pocket in the back
of the book, pinpoints all
of the featured historical
sites.

384 full-color pages
Over 800 pictures and graphics

50

$

Order now by calling
(530) 676-7401

For the latest news, visit our website at:

www.rescuehistorical.com
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